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Newtown Grant Annual Garage Sale is planned for Saturday, 
September 21, 2019, from 8:00 AM to 1:00 P.M. Rain date is 
September 22, 2019. For more information visit us on  the Garage Sale 
page on our website www.newtowngrant.org/garagesale, Facebook or 
stop by the Clubhouse. 

Our Community Garage Sale, which has become a renowned fall 
tradition throughout Newtown and Bucks County, is a wonderful 
opportunity for residents to get rid of those unwanted items and turn 
trash into cash.  

Just bring your items to the Newtown Grant Rec Center Parking lot and 
set up your table and watch the buyers come in droves. This is an ideal 
way to have a garage sale without the hassle of advertising or having 
strangers coming to your home! 

Last year, over 100 spaces were sold to residents. If you are interested 
in participating, please fill out the form in the clubhouse or online 
(www.newtowngrant.org/garagesale), and return it to the Newtown 
Grant Management Office at 360 Eagle Road, Newtown PA18940 by 
August 30th from 9:00AM-4:30PM. Or you can give your payment 
and coupon to the Rec Manager(s), George or Sergio, Monday – Friday 
6pm – 9pm.  

Any registration received after August 30th will be 
charged a $5.00 late fee!   

No exceptions to this deadline!!  

Important- please follow us on Facebook or the Community Website 
for more information. Bear in mind, your provided e-mail address is 
how everything is communicated, make sure to provide a clearly 
printed e-mail address that you check often and can access easily. You 
will receive all information regarding the sale by e-mail by September 
13th. If you do not receive your information by September 13th, please 
contact us.  

See the Garage Sale form in this newsletter too on Page 10 

The Newtown Grant  

Newsletter 
Tel: 215-968-3789 

www.newtowngrant.org  

Volume 3 Issue 4 

July - August  2019 

Email Addresses 

• events@newtowngrant.org 

• suggestions@newtowngrant.org 

• intheloop@newtowngrant.org 
 

Stay in the Loop! 

• http://ow.ly/72g030a4Bam  

• facebook.com/NewtownGrantHOA 

• twitter.com/NewtownGrantHOA 

View All Our Events Page at:  

www.newtowngrant.org/events. 

Also make sure to sign up for our 

newsletter either via our Website at 

www.newtowngrant.org  

Or 

Text to join by Texting 

NTGHOA to 22828.   

 

You will not receive text messages 

from Newtown Grant but it will 

enable you to join our email News-

letter. (text rates may apply) 

https://www.newtowngrant.org/garagesale
http://www.facebook.com/NewtownGrantHOA
https://www.newtowngrant.org/garagesale
http://www.newtowngrant.org
http://www.newtowngrant.org/
mailto:events@newtowngrant.org?subject=Newsletter%20Email
mailto:suggestions@newtowngrant.org?subject=Newsletter%20Suggestion%20Email
http://www.twitter.com/NewtownGranthoa
http://www.facebook.com/NewtownGrantHOA/
http://www.newtowngrant.org/events
http://www.newtowngrant.org
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YOU CAN JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST AND STAY IN CONTACT IN DIFFERENT WAYS: 

Join us for some after-hours fun in the pool at our FREE Flick N Float Movie 

Nights!  

 

We will be screening family friendly movies.  

Snacks and drinks will be made available to all in 

attendance.  

Bring your own float too!!  

Guest fees will apply ($5.00 each) and ONLY 100 
people will be admitted. 

 

Pre-register here for the specific dates: 

July 12th - Register here https://conta.cc/2H2uhtr  

July 26th - Register here https://conta.cc/2GTNGg4  

August 16th - Register here https://conta.cc/2VnryoN 

http://www.facebook.com/pg/NewtownGrantHOA
http://www.newtowngrant.org/
https://conta.cc/2H2uhtr
https://conta.cc/2GTNGg4
https://conta.cc/2VnryoN
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Date: Wednesday, July 10
th

 at 7:15pm. 

We will be reading Where the Crawdads Sing by: Delia Owens. 

 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" 
have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town 
on the North Carolina coast. So in late 
1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is 
found dead, the locals immediately suspect 
Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But 
Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and 
intelligent, she has survived for years 
alone in the marsh that she calls home, 
finding friends in the gulls and lessons in 
the sand. When two young men from town 
become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya 
opens herself to a new life--until the 
unthinkable happens. 
 
Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Karen Russell, Where 
the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural 
world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale 
of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped 
by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the 
beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps. 
 

BYO Beverage and Snacks! 

We hope to see you there! 
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Master the Gridiron 

It's that time once again, to test your GM/Coaching skills with the Newtown Grant Fantasy Football League! 
A chance to bring out your inner Howie Roseman, draft your players and vie for the prize and coveted title of 
League Champion. A live draft will be held on Wednesday, August 28th at 7:00 PM in the Clubhouse 
Banquet Room. Bring snacks, drinks and your extensive NFL knowledge - also be prepared to stay for a 
while, drafts can take an extended period of time! Email us at sports@newtowngrant.org to sign up, there 
are only 12 spots available!  

 

The league entrance fee will be $25 and a prize will be given to the winner of the league, as well as second 
place; third place will receive their league entrance fee back. 

 

Club House Banquet  Room Rental 
 

Did you know that you can rent out the Club House Banquet Room?  Great facility to rent with its own 

kitchen and furniture.  Great for meetings, birthdays, celebrations and so much more… 

 

Contact the Clubhouse for Availability and Rates.   

mailto:sports@newtowngrant.org
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http://www.peggywhite.foxroach.com/


6 

 

http://www.peggywhite.foxroach.com/
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What To Do If Your Tree Is Not Leafing Out 

Now that we are a few weeks into spring, many of us have had plenty of 
time to walk around the outside and prepare our properties for the long 
summer ahead. Lawns have been mowed, gardens have been planted, and 
yards have been given a good spring clean-up. The more time you spend 
in your yard, the more you start to notice any areas of concern. Your trees 
should always be a top priority. If you see that your tree is not leafing out 
properly, that’s a clear sign of a problem! 

In Spring, many trees face formidable problems from insects and diseases 
that can weaken or destroy tree health, causing it to leaf out late, leaf out 
partially, or not leaf out at all. If your tree is not infected or infested, the 
reason for a late leaf-out could be a structural problem. Either way, it’s 

important to have your tree inspected by an ISA Certified Arborist if you notice it has not leafed out by now. 

“This time of year, healthy deciduous trees should display a full crown of lush, green leaves,” explains Lou 
Giroud, President of Giroud Tree and Lawn and ISA Certified Arborist.  “Evergreens should have new buds 
and vibrant color.  The picture is significantly different for trees with insect or disease problems.”    

 

Pests 

When insects emerge in spring after a long, sleepy winter, they wake up hungry! The severity of an insect 
infestation can vary based on the type of tree and the kind of insect. If the pest has damaged your tree enough 
to prevent it from leafing out properly, it needs help fast!  

 

Diseases 

Sick trees display clear warning signs, and late, partial or no leaf outs are loud alarms! There are many 
diseases that can affect your tree, and without consulting with an ISA Certified Arborist, it’s easy to confuse 
the symptoms. Also, a trained professional will know how to target and combat the disease without 
accidentally spreading it to other parts of the tree or to other trees in the area. 

 

Structural Issues 

Your tree might leaf out late for other reasons, such as a structural problem. There may be decay in the trunk 
or cavities, restricting water flow throughout the tree. Your tree may have girdled roots hidden beneath the 
ground, slowly strangling the base! There may be a crack in a large branch or leader that you’re not even 
aware of! The trained eye of a certified arborist will locate the source of the stress. 

Other Signs of Trees in Distress 

While you’re examining your trees, here are some other symptoms to look for that could indicate a problem: 

• Damaged Leaves: chewed, yellowing or discoloration. 

• Decay:  Mushrooms or shelf fungi growing out of the root system or trunk of a tree, cavity or peeling bark. 

• Insects: check for activity on the leaves, branches, and trunk. Heavy hitters for spring are Aphids, Leaf 
Miners, Lacebugs and Soft Scales. 

• Excessive Deadwood: dead branches can be a serious safety hazard to people and property. 

Early detection is the key to saving trees suffering from insect, disease, or structural problems, so don’t wait to 
schedule an inspection with an ISA Certified Arborist! He will inspect the trees, diagnose the problem and 
recommend the best course of action.  

Compliments of Giroud Tree and Lawn 
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FAQ – Will I need a New Jersey E-ZPass for the new Scudder Falls Bridge? 
 

 
The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission announced that the new Scudder Falls Bridge will open, 
and tolling will begin in July. 
  
With an E-ZPass transponder, there will be a discounted toll of 
$1.25 for passenger vehicles (as opposed to a $2.60 toll for those 
without E-ZPass). All tolls for the new bridge will be collected via 
E-ZPass or bill by mail. There will be no toll booths. The toll is for 
vehicles crossing from New Jersey into Pennsylvania only. There is 
no charge going from Pennsylvania into New Jersey. Regardless of 
whether your transponder was issued by the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission, the DRJTBC, or the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation, your E-ZPass will work on the new Scudder Falls 
Bridge once the tolling begins in July. 
  
The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission offers a 40-percent discount (i.e., $0.75 per one-way 
crossing) for commuters who take at least 16 tolled trips a month over one of its tolled bridge crossings with a 
transponder issued by the New Jersey Turnpike or the DRJTBC.  If you anticipate making 16 or more tolled 
crossings per month, then the DRJTBC/NJ Turnpike E-ZPass may be a good investment. 

  
DRJTBC can offer its commuter discount only through the NJ 
Turnpike’s or its own transponders because the NJ Turnpike 
administers the DRJTBC’s E-ZPass account.  The DRJTBC is 
a quasi-public commission, operating as a self-funded entity 
without any tax revenues from either Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey or the federal government. Funding for the operation, 
maintenance and upkeep of its bridges and other structures is 
solely derived from revenues collected at its toll bridges.  
  
You can sign up for a DRJTBC transponder at this 
link: https://bit.ly/2NSlQak.  There is a $1 monthly service fee 
for a DRJTBC transponder while there is no monthly fee for a 
Pennsylvania Turnpike transponder. Note: the NJ Turnpike/

DRJTBC discounts only apply if at least 16 tolled bridge crossings are recorded on the E-ZPass in a given 
month.  
  
With the pending toll in mind, I introduced House Bill 329 to provide a commuter toll tax credit equal to 50 
percent of all of a Pennsylvania taxpayer’s tolls up to $1,000 per year (that is, a 50 percent credit on up to 
$1,000 in tolls, so a maximum $500 credit).  If the bill were passed, the net cost of a bridge crossing to a 
Pennsylvania taxpayer would be even less than the DRJTBC/NJ Turnpike discounted rate.  The commuter tax 
credit would apply to tolls incurred while traveling on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, as well as all toll bridges 
operated under the DRJTBC, the Burlington County Bridge Commission, or the Delaware River Port 
Authority. 
  
For more information about tolling on the bridge, please see the DRJTBC page on the topic: https://
bit.ly/2VWkvCY 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2F9U8pyGX_CiwkSYeN3Xh0lOzf1D-fEOMn7s7y_FYXZfqHJxSZf4D70brbS6uw&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2Fa86Cr3AIHTZmYivj5E4EQ3TrsP1YLLoGL93wjqoZHcKTZxToPFDREOUfB6Jw&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FKvVp0QuY6kEHg99EEo0yiC1u_S18iFKAdP197jXxKe76j02CguDNEtRjhZfw&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FyZ2rEJnXkktH1VJEQBEPfQdesLRMW7dLPxYZbQkIlcJFBrucloDYRtoMKAXw&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FyZ2rEJnXkktH1VJEQBEPfQdesLRMW7dLPxYZbQkIlcJFBrucloDYRtoMKAXw&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
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Spotting the Spotted Lanternfly 
 

 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture reports the first 
Spotted Lanternfly nymphs have hatched in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania.  
  
Penn State Extension researchers confirmed the hatch of this 
invasive species. Now is the time to begin banding trees to 
catch them while they’re young. There may also still be time 
to look for egg masses that haven’t hatched, and to scrape 
and destroy them. 
  

 
Installation 

Only use tree banding where you see SLF feeding on 
trees or observe SLF crawling up the trees. Banding is 
not effective on bushes or most vines because they don’t 
have a large enough diameter for the banding tape. Place 
the bands about 4 feet from the ground and tightly 
secured against the tree. Gaps below the band allow the 
SLF to crawl under the band and avoid being trapped. 
Secure bands by wrapping the material tightly, stapling it 
into the tree, or using pushpins. Bands on trees with deep 
grooves in the bark may not be as effective as bands on 
trees with smooth bark. We suggest banding infested 
trees as soon as SLF hatches (late April–June). While 
adult SLF can be captured by sticky bands, they are less 
likely to be trapped by some bands or they may avoid them altogether.  

 
More information about banding is available at: https://bit.ly/2V7aj5S 

Bucks County reports successful Drug Takeback Day 
 Bucks County collected more than 10,000 pounds of unneeded, unused and/or expired medication on 

National Prescription Drug Takeback Day. 

 

All five of our municipal police departments participated in the event.  

 

For those who missed the event and still have expired prescription or over

-the-counter medication, you can dispose of the drugs safely at one of the 

37 permanent drop-off sites in Bucks County. There are drop off boxes at 

the Lower Makefield Township Police Department, the Newtown 

Borough Police Department, the Newtown Township Police Department 

and the Morrisville Police Department. The complete list can be found here: https://bit.ly/2V6JVt5 

  

In most locations, all medications will be accepted, including pills, capsules, ointments, liquids, nasal 

sprays, inhalers and pet medications. Needles and illegal drugs are not accepted.  

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FpY-v7Cffe1Zn2iYlLZ4lQuzGu0ELtLLc4VsRoi9drcIuqhaQ7VDNo0_1HCbA&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FxWatxhBmeeLyPwUi5gDZQ_D9yApnFf9Gv33Z5-6I2c7dzRiPpkDU-viNhwfQ&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FnfVoRvxZUXLyZEmAF40TSh0CtPdvH7O9pjfh99Bire6lYCOcphDcwArIr-eQ&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.Fries%40fsresidential.com%7C78d1cb1afe284cf4fb9708d6d8c79ada%7C82dc41969dae4650955505b
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Tree Pruning & Topping 
 
Tree Pruning 
Landscape trees not only make homes and communities more beautiful, but they also improve our 
environment and can increase the value of a property up to 20 percent. Trees are truly assets that need 
to be enhanced and protected.  Many trees in Newtown Grant have been over-pruned and many 
have been topped.  Topping is costly, is seldom necessary and leads to a permanently ugly and 
unhealthy tree.  Tree topping has been described as the "ultimate in destructive practices," and in 
almost all cases it permanently damages a tree's health, structure, and appearance.   
 
The following information was taken from Penn State Extension.  Additional information, including 
how to prune properly and select a tree professional, can be found at https://extension.psu.edu/
pruning-landscape-trees. 
 
Pruning is advisable if: 

• trees have crossing branches, weak branch 
unions, or other defects 

• branches are dead, dying, decayed, or 
hazardous 

• lower branches interfere with people or 
vehicles, or block visibility of signs 

• branches are growing into buildings or 
utility wires 

• limbs have been broken by storms 
• trees have grown too large and might 

injure people or damage property 
 

Tree Topping 

Topping of trees using cuts on the branches that trim the limbs back too far should not be done for 
several reasons. With their natural form and beauty disfigured, topped trees are ugly to most people. 
Topping can reduce the value of a large ornamental tree by thousands of dollars. Although tree topping 
may cost less and take less time and knowledge than using reduction cuts (the proper pruning 
technique), you would be paying for an inferior service.  Topping reduces the ability of a tree to 
produce food. Shock and long-term declining health resulting from topping can make a tree more 
susceptible to insect and disease problems and can lead to its death. By removing the branches that 
protect a tree's crown, topping can lead to sun scalding of remaining branches. The stubs and sun scalds 
resulting from topping cuts are highly vulnerable to insect invasion and the spores and actions of decay 
fungi. Numerous water sprouts resulting from topping are weakly attached and grow so rapidly that a 
tree can regain its original height in a short time with a more dense and unwieldy crown.  

Pool Aerobics  

Free to all Residents. Join the lifeguards for a Pool Aerobics 

work out.  

Tuesdays and Saturday’s from 9-10am. Guests are welcome 

but must pay a guest fee of $5.00 to join the class.  This guest 

fee is separate and in addition to the day guest pass. 

Come and join us for Pool Aerobics at the 
Newtown Grant Swimming Pool! 

https://extension.psu.edu/pruning-landscape-trees
https://extension.psu.edu/pruning-landscape-trees
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POOL BATHROOMS RENOVATED 

The renovation of the Pool/Banquet Room bathrooms has been substantially completed.  While there remains 

certain “punch list” item to be fixed, the 30-year old bathrooms have undergone a functional upgrading and 

improved appearance to be ready for the next 30-years of use. 

The planning for the bathrooms renovation started over two-years ago when the Master Board sought input 

from local contractors on the scope of the work necessary and ballpark costs.  The scope and cost estimates 

received were “all over the place” because each contractor had a different vision of what was necessary.  At 

this point the Board decided that the scope of work had to be defined to properly assess the ability of any 

contractor to complete the work and to be able to obtain comparable cost quotes. 

The Board hired D.W. Smith Associates LLC to develop the specification for the bathrooms renovation and 

manage the eventual renovation.  D.W. Smith brought in the Parallel Architectural group to provide design 

and ecstatic options.  The result was an extremely detailed specification that not only presented the renovated 

bathrooms new layout, tile, finishes, fixtures and lighting, but included such items as the adhesive to be used 

when installing the tile, the movement of drains to better clear the floor of water and the alterations to the 

sinks, showers and toilets to meet ADA requirements. 

The completed specification was offered to five firms determined to be capable 

of completing the work required.  Three firms provided proposals that included 

time frame to complete, workforce capability and availability and estimated 

costs.  The Board, after reviewing the proposals, accepting input from D.W. 

Smith and FirstService (regarding prior experience with each firm) accepted 

the proposal of KPI2.  Since this bathroom renovation is a once in 30-year 

effort, the Board focused on selecting a firm that could complete the 

renovation timely in accordance with all items included in the specification.  

This was considered critical in order to validate the warranties obtained on the 

specified products used in the renovated bathrooms.  The KPI2 proposal was 

also the lowest cost proposed, making the decision somewhat easier. 

As the punch list items are finished final payment will be made to KPI2.  The cost of the bathrooms 

renovation including a few change orders (to be expected) is approximately $70,000 per bathroom.  The final 

cost, after change orders that increased costs about 5%, still would be the lowest cost of those proposed. 

So, next time you’re over the clubhouse or at the pool check out the renovated bathrooms. There are few 

remaining loose ends (door closure devices, window replacement, clothes hangers) that will be completed.  

The Board hopes you like the renovation, it’s going to be around for the next 30-years. 


